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heights to which he has already scaled in his 
short lifetime and will into the future. A Ma-
rine’s Marine, our thoughts and prayers go out 
to him and his family. I submit this poem 
penned in his honor by Albert Caswell. 

STAND FOR SOMETHING 

Stand! 
Stand for something, 
or live for nothing at all! 
Die for something, 
or the rest of your life so crawl! 
Stand! 
Better to give up your strong arm and legs, 
then look back at all of that emptiness that 

you so gave this world, you saw! 
And so realize, 
that your life really meant nothing at all! 
Stand for something! 
So noble and so very tall! 
Better, 
to make a difference with it all! 
And so answer that most heroic of all calls! 
That call to arms! 
That call to war! 
That call to death, 
for all of our freedoms to so insure! 
Because, 
moments are all that we so have! 
To stand tall! 
To change the world! 
To go off with our flags unfurled! 
To stand for something! 
All in that blood that binds you, 
but to so answer that most noble cause! 
To stand for something, 
to where only such hearts of honor are so 

called! 
Yea Stand! 
Stand for something, 
or live for nothing at all! 
To shine, 
to make a difference with it all! 
But, 
To wear those magnificent shades of green! 
And be but only one of ‘‘The Few’’, 
But to be only one of The very Bold! 
To have and to hold! 
Our Nation’s most precious of all Gold! 
A United States Marine! 
One of the best damn things, 
that this country has ever seen! 
As already Michael, 
in your short life as you have so convened! 
All in that fight, 
with all your might! 
As you were so magnificently seen! 
As it was on that fateful day, 
when your fine life almost went away! 
As a IED explosion, 
halfway to Heaven on that day! 
When, 
something so deep down inside of you would 

not give way! 
Because you were born to lead, 
even in your darkest days! 
As the tears ran down your most heroic face! 
Because Nicholson, 
your fine life that still had so much more to 

say! 
For you had miles to go, 
and mountains to so climb on your most he-

roic way! 
And so many hearts to so heal, 
and to so inspire, 
lifting them all so ever higher! 
While, all of the Angels for you so prayed! 
As you Michael, 
still have such life of happiness that which 

before you so awaits! 
As you Michael may have lost your two 

strong legs and arm! 
But they’ll not touch your great heart of 

amazing grace, 
that which so inside of you so beats and 

burns so very warm this very day! 
The one that which you were so born with, 

that which so says Marine get up and move 
on . . . the course to stay! 

And Pity is not a town where you will ever 
stay! 

As you so teach us! 
As you so reach us! 
As you so beseech all in every way! 
With the kind of lessons about life that only 

a kid like you could say! 
As you rain mortars of hope down upon us 

all, 
all in what your fine heart has so to con-

vey. . . 
Because, already in your short life Mi-

chael. . . 
you’ve traveled higher and farther than any 

of us ever will or may! 
Because, you so Stood For Something! 
And as you Still Do, To This Very Day! 
For Something, So Noble and So Brilliant, 

and So Bright! 
Someone To So look Up To, 
whose most courageous heart brings such 

light! 
These rays! 
Marine, I could climb the highest mountain, 
and yet never would I reach where you stand 

this day! 
For only a few in heaven will so stand, as 

they! 
And if ever I had a son Michael, 
I wish he could but be half the man you are 

in every way! 
Who Stands for Something so very brilliant, 
that which most of us never may! 
All in you in what I saw, 
as our hearts to you Michael so run! 
Because in The Game of Life, 
you are a Champion in every way! 
Oh how I wish I could stand as tall as you 

this very day! 
What have you stood for, out on life’s way? 
Stand! 
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IN RECOGNITION OF JUDGE 
CARMEN RIVERA-WORLEY 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Judge Carmen Rivera-Worley. Judge 
Rivera-Worley has served as District Judge for 
the 16th District Court in Denton County, 
Texas for the past nine years. 

Judge Rivera-Worley received a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Texas A&M University in 1977. 
She also received a Master’s Degree from 
Texas Tech University in 1978. In addition to 
those degrees, Judge Rivera-Worley proved 
her commitment to higher-education by earn-
ing her Jurisprudence Doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Texas School of Law in 1982. These 
numerous degrees have allowed Judge Ri-
vera-Worley to extend her knowledge and 
continually serve the citizens of Denton and 
Val Verde counties. 

Judge Rivera-Worley has extensive experi-
ence in practicing law. Before her current posi-
tion as District Judge, the Honorable Rivera- 
Worley held several positions as an attorney 
in Denton County and Val Verde County. She 
previously served in Denton County’s Criminal 
District Attorney’s Office as the Assistant 
Criminal District Attorney/Chief of Civil Division 
from 1992–2003. Also, she served as Val 
Verde County Attorney from 1987–1992. Prior 
to that position, she was Val Verde County 
Assistant Attorney from 1985 to 1987. 

Judge Rivera-Worley also played an active 
role in numerous professional associations. 

These include the Denton County Bar Asso-
ciation and The Texas State Bar Association, 
particularly in the following sections: Construc-
tion Law Section, Government Lawyer Sec-
tion, and Labor and Employment Section. In 
addition, she held many positions in the Texas 
District and County Attorney’s Association. In 
the Texas District and County Attorney’s Asso-
ciation, she was a member of the Board of Di-
rectors, the Long Range Planning Committee 
for Publications, the Editorial Board, and the 
Legislative Committee. Also, she served as 
the Chair of the Civil Committee of the Asso-
ciation, and was also a member of the Gov-
ernor’s Prosecution Advisory Committee on 
Punishment Standards Commission, and was 
a speaker at conferences on local government 
and purchasing for the Texas Association of 
Counties and Texas Purchasing Association. 

Beyond her professional experience, Judge 
Rivera-Worley has proven her commitment to 
the community by working with civic organiza-
tions and charities in the region. She is cur-
rently an associate of the Denton Independent 
School District’s Bond Progress Committee 
and of the Denton Christian Preschool Board 
of Directors and Nominations Committee. 
Judge Rivera-Worley has also devoted her 
time to the Trinity United Methodist Church by 
being a member of the Board of Trustees and 
of the Council on Ministries. She was also the 
Chair of the Youth Ministries Committee for 
the church. 

Even with her already outstanding track 
record of leading her community, Judge Ri-
vera-Worley found the time to serve as a 
member of the Minority Access Committee at 
Ann’s Haven Hospice. She also played a sig-
nificant role in the Denton Chapter of the 
League of United Latin American Citizens, and 
was also named Trustee of the Sarah E. 
Worley Educational Foundation Trust. 

Judge Rivera-Worley is a very active mem-
ber in her community and has a true passion 
for helping others. As she retires, she will 
leave a legacy of excellence in the 16th Dis-
trict Court of Denton County and will not be 
forgotten. I am pleased to recognize Judge Ri-
vera-Worley and am privileged to represent 
Denton County in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. 
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IN SUPPORT OF CONTINUING 
EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION BENEFITS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr Speaker, although 
our economy is gradually improving after one 
of the worst economic crises in our Nation’s 
history, the economic crisis remains a daily re-
ality for 12 million unemployed workers and for 
the millions of Americans experiencing record 
levels of food insecurity, poverty, and fore-
closure. 

Unemployment benefits are a critical lifeline 
for our citizens and our economy, keeping 2.3 
million Americans (including over 600,000 chil-
dren) from falling into poverty in 2011, reduc-
ing the poverty rate for families by 40 percent 
in 2011, and generating $1.52 in economic ac-
tivity for every $1 in economic compensation. 
The non-partisan Congressional Budget Office 
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